represent the views of their members and that coopera-1 tion would tend greatly to increase their value to the 1 profession and to the community in general. Hitherto a few of the bodies have cooperated in times of emergency, ( but there has never been available a permanent conference table to which the public and the Government could turn for a united opinion on matters of national t health. E This need for a central representative body, in which i all branches of medical and allied practice can ( cooperate, has been met by the Federation of Medical and Allied Societies which has already secured the J support of some 40 organisations, varying in influence from the Royal Society of Medicine to the smaller 1 provincial medical societies, and in addition provides the cooperation of all the allied professions, as 1 represented by the British Dental Association, the College of Nursing, Royal British Nurses' Association, Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, Incorporated Midwives' Institute, and other bodies. Each of these organisations has representation in the Federation in accordance with its membership and retains inviolate its individuality, freedom of action, and right to express its views separately or collectively as may seem expedient.
The Federation has already been privileged to render service in linking up existing bodies, and in voicing their demand for a public inquiry into the conditions of medical service under the Insurance Acts. Its utility is much increased by the fact that seven medical Members of Parliament have seats on its Council and, as its position becomes stronger, it will be able to render increasing assistance to medical candidates, irrespective of party, and thus materially help in increasing medical representation in the House of Commons.
The Council of the Federation is now able to give effect to one of the original terms of its reference by admitting as individual Associates members of the medical and dental professions. Circulars are being sent out inviting applications for such membership, at an inclusive subscription of half a guinea, and it is hoped that all medical men will contribute the small sum asked and take an active part in ensuring the permanent success of a movement which provides practical means for the collective expression of medical opinion in guiding legislation through the difficulties inseparable from the reconstruction of the health services of the country. LIFE ASSURANCE AND GLYCOSURIA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;I have read with interest the expected criticism of my article, and am glad to learn the valuable opinions of your correspondents. So long as assurance companies desire that no information should be given to the proposer in any case of the result of the medical examination, it is the duty of the medical officer to observe this rule, and I follow it myself in all cases. My remarks on this point referred to one class of cases only-glycosuria, often intermittent or temporary. In these cases, after the medical examination, the proposer is informed by the assurance company that he is rejected. If the reason is asked the reply is, "On account of sugar in the urine" (or urinary change).
He may at once conclude he is suffering from severe diabetes and be greatly shocked, or he may be angry and, feeling no disability, take no further heed to his condition ; but usually he consults his medical attendant (and this will be at least a few days after the examination), and when the urine is again tested it may be quite free from sugar. And here the -trouble arises. The proposer concludes that a mistake must have been made at one of the examinations.
He consults other medical men, who may also find the urine quite normal, and he concludes he las been unfairly treated and disputes occur. Having )een often requested to help to settle such disputes, it ;till appears to me desirable that some other course )f procedure should be followed than that usually adopted.
--.
'.
In my article the various tests for glucose were not ;he subject of consideration. I spoke of Fehling's olution or some of its modifications. Many of the nodifications are much superior to Fehling's solution Benedict's is one of them) and are preferable.-The ihenyl-hydr&zin test and the fermentation test are of much service, since negative results would show that the reducing substance in the urine was not glucose : out many other tests would be required to determinewhat the reducing body was ; and, of course, if these two tests give positive results, other tests are required to distinguish between glucose and laevulose, maltose, &c.
I have found blood examinations of much interest, Hid am glad to note the value attached to them by many writers in the last five years ; but it would 'not be practicable to require them frequently in examinations for life assurance.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully, Manchester, April 17th, 1920. R. T. WILLIAMSON. R. T. WILLIAMSON.
BLIND MASSEURS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,-Will you allow me to draw the attention of your readers to the fact that at the recent examinations of bhe Incorporated Society of Trained Masseurs, which are known throughout the world for their completeness, Corporal Herbert Vickers, a blinded soldier of St. Dunstan's, passed first in all subjects. That this was no mean accomplishment may be judged by the fact that there were nearly 300 entrants for this examination. Of these less than 50 per cent. passed ; -, while of the 16 St. Dunstan's entrants, of whom Corporal Vickers was one, 15 passed, and the one failure was accounted for by the fact that the unsuccessful candidate had for some weeks before the examination suffered severely from neuralgia, which had almost entirely robbed him of sleep. I SIR,-The memorial brass and bed to 30 old DuD's students who fell or died on active service, which has been subscribed for by their comrades who also served in the war, is now approaching completion. A circular was sent to 415 old Dun's men who were on active service concerning this memorial, but it may not have reached some. Any who may-wish--to subscribe will kindly communicate at once with me at the hospital. I Waterhouse, J. Lindsay, and R. G. Gordon. Part of the mornings will be absorbed by visits to hospital wards. In the early afternoons visits will be made to bathing establishments and the apparatus of balneotherapy will be demonstrated. At 5 P.M. lectures on subjects in relation to spa treatment will be given, including one on re-education by Dr. Gordon, one on diet by Dr. Wilson Smith, and one on the contra-indications and limitations of spa treatment by Dr.
Llewellyn.
--' HENRY C. DRURY, Hon. Sec., Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital, Dublin.
